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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
Vashington

COLONEL FLEMING APFOINTS COMVITTER
TO RECOMVEND MINIMUM WAGES FOR PUERTO RICAN INDUSTRIES

Appointment of a special industry committee, authorized by recent
ooﬁgression&l amendment, to determine minimum wage rates for Puefto Rico, was
amounced today by Colonel Philip B. Flemihg, Administrator of the Wage an«i Hour
Division, United States Depar‘hnént of Labore (Federal Register August 6, 1940)

The committee, of which Honsignor Francis Je Heas will be chairman, consistg
of five residents of Puerto Rico end four residents of contincntel United Statcse
The Puerto Rican membership was selocted by Administrator Fleming from a large
number of nominees submittod by Admirel William De Lesahy, the governor of Puerto’
Rico, while nominations for continental membership wore made from nmmes sube
mitted by labor and industry lecaderse.

The committee is oxpected 'tc; go to Pucrto Rico in September and, after a
personal survey of the Islands, begin its hearings. Colonel Floming will direct,
the committee to make its initial inquiry into the needlework insustry, in which
the Insular Department of Lebor estimates there are approximately 50,000 homee
workers and 20,000 factory workerse .‘

Under the congressional smendment, the committee is empowered to fix a
minimum wage below the present sta'tﬁtory wahe of 30 cents an hour, providing such
wage rate will not give "any industry in Puerto Rico or in the Virgin Islands a

' The committes,

competitive advantage over any industry in the United States.’
in common with all other industry committees created by the Wage and Hour
Division, will be limited solely to recommendations of the minimum wage and can

not make any recommendations regarding hours or other working conditions which

are governed by the Fair Labor Steandards Act itself.
(5148)



-2 -
The memborship of the committee is as follows:
For the public - Monsignor Francis Je Haas of Catholic University, Chai?man;
Dre Jose Me Gallardo, Insglar Comnissioner of Education; and Martin Travieso,

Justice of the Insular Suprems Courte » ’
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For industry = Maria Louisa Arceley of lieyaguez, enpgaped in needleworlz;

P. Je Rosely, Manager of the Bank of Ponce; ond He Qe Bergdohl, Merchondise
Manager of Associeted Merchandising Corporation.

For labor = Prudencio Riviere Martinez, Imsular Commissioner of Labor;
Shermen He Dalrymple, Vice President of the Congress of Industrial Orzonizationsg
end David Dubinsky, President of the International Ladies! Garment Workers Union.

Colonel Fleming plans to open ths.committee proceedings in San Juan,
Economists of the Woge and Hour Division have been making.intensivc surveys in
Puorfo Rico und the‘Virgin Islonds for the lest five months, and the results of
their work are expected to be completed and digested in time for uso by the
committoc.

Imnediately after the cmendment was sisned by President Roosewelt, Coloncl
Fleming sont Mre Opponheim end Harold D. Jacobs, Ascittunt Administrator, to the
Islcnds to make a special survey proelimincry to cppointment of the speeial industry

conmittees In theoir work, they rocoived the hecrty cooperation of Governor Lechy,
# <

of various Insular burcaus, ond of Cherles Ae Wood, Territorial Representative of

the Wagc ond Hour Division, and his staff,.
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