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- • •'. • ' Vfashiiigton 

•'• • • COLONEL FLEMING APPOINTS C0!,2.:iTTES =...-•.. ^;; 

TO REC0LZ,SED MINIidM VfAGES FOR PUERTO RICAN IM)USTRIES y 

A.ppointment of a spec i a l i ndus t ry committee, au tho r i zed by r ecen t 

congress iona l amendment, t o detennine minimum v/age r a t e s for Puer to Rico , v/as 

announced today by Colonel P h i l i p B. Flem.ing, Adiiunistr8.tor of the V.''age and Hour 

D i v i s i o n , United S t a t e s Department of Labor, (Federa l Reg i s t e r A^ugust 6, 1940) 

Tho committee, of vvhich Monsignor F ranc i s J , Haas v / i l l be chairman, consist?; 

of f ive r e s i d e n t s of Puer to Rico and four r e s i d e n t s of c o n t i n o n t a l United S t a t e s , 

The Puorto Rican membership was se loc tod by Admin i s t r a to r Flemiing from a l a r g e 

numbor of nominees submitted by Admiral Williom D, Leahy, tho governor of Pue r to ' 

R ico , while nominations for c o n t i n e n t a l membership v/oro made from nemos sub 

m i t t e d by labor and i n d u s t r y loa-dors. _ , ,.» . 

The committoe i s expected to go t o Puorto Rico i n September and, Cwfter a 

pe r sona l survey of tho I s l a n d s , begin i t s h e a r i n g s . Colonol Fleming w i l l direct^ 

the committee to make i t s i n i t i a l i n q u i r y i n t o t h e needlework insus t i ry , in v/hich 

the I n s u l a r Department of Labor estilmates t h e r e are approximately 50,000 home-

workers and 20,000 f a c t o r y worke r s , , 

Under the congress iona l amendment, the comm3.ttee i s empowered to f i x a 

miniraum v/age below the p r e s e n t s t a t u t o r y wahe of 30 cents an hour , p rov id ing such 

wage r a t e v / i l l not give "any I n d u s t r y i n Puer to Rico or i n the Virg in I s l a n d s a 

compet i t ive advantage over eny i n d u s t r y in the United S t a t e s . " The co'.-iaittee, 

i n common v/ith a l l o ther i n d u s t r y coi;imit"teos c r e a t e d by t h e Vfage and Hour 

D i v i s i o n , w i l l be l im i tod s o l e l y to recommendations of tlie minimimi v/age and can 

not make any recommendations regard ing hours or o the r v/orking cond i t ions v/hich 
y •J.}, • 

are governed by tho Pa i r Labor Standards Act i t s e l f , 
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The membership of tho- committco i s as follcjws: 

For the pub l i c - Monsignor Francis . J , Haas of Ca tho l i c U n i v e r s i t y , Chairman; 

Dr , Jose M, Ga l l a rdo , I n s u l a r Commissioner of Educat ion; and Mar t in Trav ieso , 

J u s t i c e of the I n s u l a r Supreme Cour t , ^ : -

For i n d u s t r y - Maria Louisa Arceley of • Maya-guez, e n g a ^ d i n needlework; 

P . J . Rosaly , Manager of the Banl-c of Ponce; and H, 0 . .Bsrgdahl, Merchandise 

Manager of Associa ted Merchandising Corpora t ion , 

For labor - Prudencio R i v i e r a Mar t inez , I n s u l a r Coim'iiis s i oner of Labor; 

Sherman Ii, Dalrjonple, Vico P r e s i d e n t of t h e Congress of I n d u s t r i a l Or~cj i izat ions; 

and David Dubinsky, P re s iden t of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a d i e s ' Ga.rment Workers Union, 

Colonel Fleming plcjas t o open tho comiuittee proceedings i n San Juan. 
. / - ; ' ' : • ' . • 

Economists of t h e Wage and Hour Div i s ion have been maicing i n t e n s i v e surveys i n 

Puer to Rico and the Vi rg in I s l a n d s for t h e la.'st f ive months, and t h e r e s u l t s of 

t h e i r v/ork a re expected to bo completed and d iges t ed i n time for uso by tho 

coiiimittoc. r , ->,.., 

' ' Iini:iGdiatoly a f t e r tho cjnendmont v.-as signed by P r e s i d e n t Rooseve l t , Colonel 

Fleming sent Mr. Opponhoim and Harold i't Jacobs , Asoifetunt A.dministrator , t o tho 

Islcj ids t o make a s p e c i a l svjvcy p ro l im ina ry to appointm.ont of the s p e c i a l i n d u s t r y 

committee. In t h o i r vjork, thoy roooivod tho h e a r t y coopera t ion of Governor Leahy, 

of va r ious Insulo.r bu reaus , and of Charles A. Vfood, T e r r i t o r i a l Rcprcs'cntati 'vo of 

the Vfage and Hour Div i s ion , and h i s s t a f f , ,••- . 
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